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Council  House, 

Halesowen. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1951. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Councillor  Miss  Grove  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Halesowen. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  Death  Rate  and  a fall  in  the 
Birth  Rate.  The  total  number  of  deaths  was  481  compared  with 
386  for  1950.  Births  amounted  to  494.  The  1950  Death  Rate  was  a 
particularly  low  one.  During  1951  there  were  90  deaths  amongst  the 
residents  aged  70  years  and  over,  compared  with  40  deaths  for  the 
previous  year  for  this  age  group.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year 
influenza  was  fairly  prevalent  and  caused  20  deaths,  an  increase  of 
14  on  the  previous  year. 

Cancer  deaths  numbered  86  as  against  59  for  the  previous  year. 
Too  much  stress,  however,  must  not  be  laid  on  comparing  one 
individual  year  with  another  and  we  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
older  the  population  becomes  then  the  more  likely  cancer  will  appear 
as  an  increasing  cause  of  death,  similarly  in  an  ageing  population 
with  tissue  changes  so  will  an  increased  number  of  deaths  be  attributed 
to  heart  disease.  Cancer  of  the  lung  showed  an  increase  of  three  this 
year  and,  as  always,  showed  a marked  preference  for  males,  namely 
13  males  to  1 female. 

Poliomyelitis  fortunately  showed  a more  normal  incidence  this  year, 
two  cases  compared  with  fifty  one  for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  no  case  of  diphtheria.  To  maintain  this  happy  state  of 
affairs  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  diphtheria  immunisation  with 
vigour.  The  response  to  diphtheria  immunisation  by  the  parents  here 
has  been,  and  still  is,  good.  In  spite  of  the  great  fall  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  diphtheria,  parents  must  remember  that  if  diphtheria  is 
contracted  by  a non-immunised  child  then  diphtheria  to  that  child 
is  as  deadly  as  ever. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I record  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  H.  V. 
Guest  in  1952.  Mr.  Guest  was  Chairman  of  the  Halesowen  Public 
Health  Committee  from  1946  until  May,  1951,  when,  owing  to  ill 
health,  he  did  not  seek  re-election  to  the  Borough  Council. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
I again  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  for  their  help 
and  consideration,  also  to  Mr.  Archer  and  his  staff  and  to  Mrs.  Field. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  CORLETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


The  area  of  the  district  is  5,247  acres 

Population  Census  1931  31,058 

Population  mid  1951  39,770 

Rateable  Value  March  1951  £168,595 

The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £628 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1951  12,035 


Fortunately  for  Halesowen  it  still  forms  part  of  the  northern  area 
of  the  beautiful  County  of  Worcester.  It  is  partly  industrial,  partly 
residential  and  partly  agricultural.  The  general  altitude  above  sea  level 
varies  from  648  feet  at  Hill  and  Cakemore,  434  feet  at  Halesowen  to 
481  feet  at  Cradley. 

The  principal  industries  are ; — brickmaking,  button  manufacture, 
clothing  manufacture,  fire  clay  and  terra  cotta,  chain  and  spike  making, 
tube  and  tube  fittings,  perambulators,  iron  casting,  odd  iron  work, 
coal  mining,  electrical  work  and  agriculture. 

The  majority  of  the  population  work  in  the  above  mentioned  in- 
dustries. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


(a)  Live  births : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

267 

218 

00 

Illegitimate  

4 

5 

9 

111 

223 

494 

(b)  Stillbirths: 

Legitimate  

10 

11 

21 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

10 

11 

21 

5 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  12.43 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  15.50 

DEATHS 

Male  Female  Total 

253  228  481 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ...  12.1 

Area  Comparability  Factor  1.15 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  13,9 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  12.5 

Death  Rate  for  148  towns  estimated  resident  population  25,000 

to  50,000  at  1931  Census  12.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  14.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  29.6 

The  adjusted  death  rate  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude  death 
rate  by  the  area  comparability  factor. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE 


Male 

Female 

Legitimate  

4 

3 

Illegitimate  

— 

4 

3 

Total 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE 


Cause  of  death 
Ateleaasis  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

Congenital  Abnormalities 

Prematurity  


T otal  deaths  U nder  1 month 

1 ...  1 

2 ...  2 

3 ...  3 

1 ...  1 

7 7 


Of  these  seven  deaths,  four  occurred  within  the  first  twenty  four 
hours  and  the  other  three  during  the  first  week. 
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Causes  of  deaths: — 


Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis  respiratory  5 3 

2.  Tuberculosis  other  2 1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  0 0 

4.  Diphtheria  0 0 

5.  Whooping  Cough  0 0 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  0 0 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  0 0 

8.  Measles  0 0 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  0 1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  9 8 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  13  1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  0 2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 6 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  29  18 

15.  Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  0 1 

16.  Diabetes  2 2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  23  32 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  29  12 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  4 8 

20.  Other  heart  disease  41  58 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  5 7 

22.  Influenza  9 n 

23.  Pneumonia  X5  7 

24.  Bronchitis  22  11 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  4 1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  4 Q 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  0 0 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  4 3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  3 Q 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  0 1 

31.  Congenital  malformations  2 1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  23  25 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 y 

34.  All  other  accidents 3 4 

35.  Suicide  ^ y 3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  0 0 


253  228 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Borough  of 

Halesowen 

(a)  {i)  Public  Health  Officers. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  given  on  page 

{ii)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Worcester  County  Laboratory  by  the 
County  Analyst. 

Bacteriological  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  under  the  Medical  Director,  Dr.  H.  J. 
Henderson. 

(b)  A^nhulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  is  controlled  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  acting  as  Ambulance  Officer  for 
the  Borough. 

There  are  five  ambulances  with  a staff  of  four  whole  time  drivers. 
The  ambulance  station  is  situated  centrally  in  the  Council  Depot. 
Members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  attend  at  the  station  at 
week-ends  and  during  the  week  and  participate  in  the  work. 

Set  out  in  the  following  table  are  the  statistics  giving  details  of 


the  cases  conveyed 

in  the  years  1949,  1950  and  1951 

• 

Illness 

Accident 

nity 

Hospital 

Transfer 

Treat- 

ment 

Deceased 

Total 

1949 

469 

157 

206 

1 

4430 

23 

5292 

1950 

1037 

118 

211 

36 

5944 

21 

7367 

1951 

Increase  or 

560 

220 

166 

82 

8696 

29 

9753 

decrease 
1950  & 1951 

—477 

+ 102 

45 

+ 46 

+ 2752 

+ 8 

+ 2386 

The  number  of  patients  carried  shows  an  increase  of  2,386  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  of  9,753,  934  were  stretcher 
cases  and  8,819  sitting  cases.  The  largest  increase,  as  in  the  previous 
year,  was  in  the  number  of  treatment  cases  conveyed  whilst  the  number 
of  accident  cases  showed  an  increase  of  102.  The  ambulances  travelled 
72,738  miles  during  the  year  compared  with  62,569  in  1950,  an 
increase  of  10,169  miles.  The  average  number  of  miles  travelled  per 
patient  was  7.5. 
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The  hospitals  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  are  those 
in  the  City  of  Birmingham,  the  Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote,  Guest 
Hospital,  Dudley  and  All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove.  Maternity  cases 
go  to  the  Mary  Stevens  Hospital  at  Stourbridge,  the  Lucy  Baldwin 
Maternity  Hospital  at  Stourport  and  the  Loveday  Street  Maternity 
Hospital,  Birmingham.  Ambulance  facilities  are  also  provided  for 
Romsley  Sanatorium. 

Infectious  diseases  are  conveyed  by  the  two  ambulances  stationed 
at  Hayley  Green  Hospital. 

(c)  Nm’smg  in  the  home. 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  are  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority  for  the  area.  They  have  also  arranged  a ” home- 
help”  service  in  conjunction  with  the  W.V.S. 

(d)  Tuberculosis. 

Sanatorium  treatment  and  the  provision  of  dispensary  treatment  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(e)  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  Hayley  Green  Hospital  which 
is  recognised  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as  a training  school  for 
Fever  Nurses.  This  hospital  is  under  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  administered  under  Group  17,  Dudley,  Stourbridge  and 
District  Hospital  Group,  Birmingham  Region. 

(f)  School  clinics,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Sessions 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  district  has  three  centres. 
Hill  and  Cakemore,  Halesowen  and  Cradley. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

WATER 

The  water  supplied  in  the  area  is  a constant  supply  and  is  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity.  The  supply  is  obtained  from  the  South 
Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company  from  two  main  sources.  One 
from  the  Kinver  and  Prestwood  Pumping  Stations  in  the  Smestow 
Valley  and  a bulk  supply  from  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Elan 
Aqueduct  tapped  at  Hayley  Green,  Halesowen.  Regular  monthly 
sampling  and  analysis  is  undertaken  by  the  Company  both  of  raw 
and  treated  water.  The  results  from  both  sources  have  been  satisfactory. 
The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency  but  periodic  samples  are 
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taken  by  the  Company  for  lead.  The 

average  chemical  results  for  the 

two  sources  of  supply  during  1951  were  as  follows: 

— 

Kmver 

and  PresPwood 

Pumping  Stations 

Hayley  Green 

No.  of  samples  taken 

13 

58 

Parts 

per  million 

Parts'  per  million 

Alkalinity  (CaCO^)  

71 

10 

Chlorides  (Cl)  

34.8 

11.1 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N)  

Trace 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N)  

Trace 

.017 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N)  

2.7 

1.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3hr.  at  27 °C) 

.12 

1.46 

Temporary  Hardness  

61 

3 

Permanent  Hardness  

62 

19 

Total  Hardness  

123 

22 

Iron  (Fe)  

.06 

.23 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

Trace 

Poisonous  Metals  

Nil 

Nil 

Zinc  (Zn)  

.1 

Nil 

Free  Chlorine  Nil  .01 


Main  Extensions  during  1951 
34  yards  of  4"  main 
5 yards  of  6"  main 
127  yards  of  24"  main 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  is  12,035  and  of  these  only 
twelve  isolated  dwellings  are  not  supplied  with  mains  water.  769  of 
these  houses  have  taps  outside  the  house  usually  in  the  adjoining 
wash  house.  The  isolated  dwellings  depend  on  private  wells  for  a 
water  supply. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  is  a dual  system  of  sewers  in  the  district,  the  surface  water 
being  collected  separately  from  the  foul  wastes.  Except  for  isolated 
dwellings  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  Borough  and  a group  of  18  houses 
at  Illey,  most  of  the  premises  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  a sewer. 
The  Borough  of  Halesowen  is  one  of  the  constituent  authorities  of 
the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board  and  most  of  the  Board’s 
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area  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation  of  farm  lands  at  Whittington,  near 
Kinver.  There  is  an  additional  disposal  works  at  Quarry  Bank  where 
the  process  is  sedimentation  in  tanks  followed  by  treatment  in  filter 
beds.  To  deal  with  storm  water,  tanks  have  been  constructed  at  Belle 
Vale,  Halesowen. 

PUBLtC  CLEANSING  AND  TRANSPORT 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  supervises  the  removal  of  refuse,  the 
collection  of  salvage  and  the  maintenance  of  Corporation  vehicles. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

Details  of  Inspection  of  houses  are  given  later  in  the  report. 

In  1951  the  number  of  houses  erected  was  158.  Before  the  War, 
1,844  houses  were  erected  by  Halesowen  Council  and  since  then,  up 
to  the  end  of  1951,  690  permanent  and  86  temporary  houses  have 
been  built. 

Seven  families  were  re-housed  during  1951  on  the  grounds  of 
tuberculosis. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Details  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseasec 
NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Rates  per  1,000  civilian  population. 


Typhoid  

England  and  Wales 

Halesowen 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  

0.23 

Scarlet  Fever  

1.78 

Whooping  Cough  

3.87 

2.56 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

Measles  

13.50 
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Smallpox  

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia  

Acme  PoUomyyelitis 

Paralytic  

Non  Paralytic  .. 

SMALLPOX 

No  case  was  reported  during  this  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

Seventy  one  cases  were  reported  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA 

No  case  was  reported. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  work  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  the 
Department  continues  to  carry  on  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics 
on  their  behalf.  The  percentages  of  the  child  population  immunised 
at  31st  December,  1952,  were:  — 

Under  five  years  ...  63.7 

Five  to  fifteen  years  ...  93.3 

The  number  of  children  treated  at  the  Clinics  during  1951  was  as 


follows : — 

Primary  Treatment 

Bapsting  Doses 

Completed 

Completed 

Under  five  years  ...  403 

— 

Five  to  fiteen  years  ...  24 

641 

427 

641 

0.00 

0.00 

0.14 

0.12 

0.99 

0.57 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

Two  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  one  paralytic  and  one 
non  paralytic.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  last  case  notified  during 
1950  was  in  October.  The  first  case  notified  in  1951,  a non  paralytic 
case,  was  at  the  end  of  May.  The  second  case  occurred  in  September. 
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ERYSIPELAS 


There  were  five  cases  reported.  There  were  no  deaths. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION 

Two  cases  were  notified.  Both  recovered. 

MEASLES 

Five  hundred  and  thirty  seven  cases  were  reported.  West  and  South 
wards  had  the  highest  incidence.  in  1949  and  1950  the  highest  in- 
cidence was  in  the  North  Ward.  There  were  no  deaths. 


MEASLES  NOTIFICATIONS 

North 

South 

Wards 

East  W est 

Central 

Total 

January  . 

1 

8 

4 

7 

6 

26 

February  . 

1 

52 

6 

24 

28 

111 

March  . . . . 

11 

58 

13 

69 

47 

198 

April  

30 

17 

9 

25 

22 

103 

May  

11 

9 

5 

6 

6 

37 

June  

12 

6 

3 

18 

0 

39 

July  

6 

1 

0 

8 

0 

15 

August  .... 

1 

0 

2 

0 

5 

September 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October  ... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

November 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

December 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

75 

153 

40 

160 

109 

537 

WHOOPING  COUCH 

One  hundred  and  two  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Forty  six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Thirty  eight  cases 
were  pulmonary  and  eight  non  pulmonary.  The  number  of  cases  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1951  was:  — 
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Puhnonary  Non  Pulmonary 

Males  Females  Males  Fe?nales 

118  97  16  23 

NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1951 


Age 

Pulmonary 

Males  Females 

Non  Pulmonary 
Males  Females 

Under  1 year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 — 4 years 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 — 9 years 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 — 14  years 

1 

2 

1 

0 

15 — 19  years 

1 

0 

0 

2 

20 — 24  years 

1 

5 

0 

0 

25 — 34  years 

4 

3 

0 

1 

35 — 44  years 

3 

1 

2 

0 

45 — 54  years 

10 

2 

0 

0 

55 — 64  years 

2 

0 

0 

0 

65  years  and  over  . . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

24 

14 

3 

5 

FOOD  POISONING 

During  1951  one 

case 

of  food 

poisoning  was 

notified.  It  occurred 

in  the  first  quarter  of  the 

year.  Salmonella  Typhi- 

murium  was 

isolated. 

No  other  member 

of  the  household  was  affected  and  the 

patient 

recovered. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER 

There  were  nine  cases  this  year,  a higher  figure  than  normal. 
Contact  was  definite  in  two  of  the  cases.  In  one  road,  where  there  were 
two  cases,  both  were  of  a different  Vi-phage  type.  There  were  three 
Vi-phage  types  involved  namely,  1,  2 and  3a.  Several  symptomless  ex- 
creters  were  found  and  kept  under  observation  until  they  cleared  up. 
Chloromycetin  is  a very  valuable  form  of  treatment  for  this  disease 
but,  in  the  limited  number  of  cases  of  which  I have  had  experience, 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  hasten  the  clearing  of  the  organism  in  any 
way.  Should  a food  handler  be  treated  with  Chloromycetin  for  a gastro 
intestinal  disturbance  then  mere  cessation  of  symptoms  cannot  be 
accepted  as  the  criterion  of  a cure.  Widal  Tests  and  repeated  examin- 
ation of  excreta  are  necessary. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  1951 


1 

VO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1 

(N 

T— I 

o 

r-^ 

\r\ 

rH 

00 

o 

o 

r-H 

CC\ 

1 

r*H 

VO 

O 

r-t 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

rH 

O 

CM 

r-H 

CN 

O 

r— 1 

o 

1— ( 

o 

o 

i-H 

28 

'A 

40 

228 

27 

T“— < 

T— ^ 

T— H 

22 

o 

\r\ 

CM 

m 

r— < 

o 

VO 

t-H 

00 

rOi 

O 

O 

o 

VO 

o 

o 

CM 

CV 

rH 

CM 

1 

1— < 

28 

O 

c-M 

o 

CM 

r-H 

o 

O 

00 

r— ( 

1 

O 

o 

20 

VO 

o 

cn 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

o 

rH 

Total 

537 

CN 

O 

CM 

m 

OM 

yr\ 

T— ^ 

CM 

1-H 

ON 

793 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
— 

Pneumonia  ... 

Erysipelas  

Dysentry  

Meningococcal  Infection 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

TOTAL 

15 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


In  1951  the  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  manufactured, 
prepared  or  sold,  took  up  a considerable  portion  of  time  and  the 
results  were  felt  to  be  quite  encouraging.  The  clean  food  byelaws 
which  came  into  operation  in  July  1950  have  been  most  useful  in 
helping  to  impress  the  various  sections  of  the  food  trade  with  the 
necessity  for  observing  a high  standard  in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 

In  March  1951,  to  publicise  the  effprts  of  the  ^'Public  Health 
Department,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  and 
distribution  of  food,  an  exhibition  was  held  in  the  Council  House.  It 
was  attended  by  3,500  persons,  and  judging  by  the  interest  evoked  in 
the  town,  it  was  considered  to  be  a worthwhile  venture. 

Little  progress  was  made  in  eliminating  grossly  sub-standard  houses 
as  this  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  construction  of  new  houses.  It 
was  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  standard  of  maintenance  in  old 
property  is  still  falling. 

Although  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  very  much  less 
than  in  many  nearby  areas  because  of  the  situation  of  the  Borough, 
a great  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  advising  factory  managements  how 
to  reduce  the  incidence  of  pollution  from  dust,  grit  and  smoke. 

The  refuse  collection  service  and  the  salvage  service  was  better  than 
it  had  been  for  some  years  due  mainly  to  the  operation  of  an 
incentive  bonus  scheme. 

The  technical  and  clerical  staff  and  the  workmen  all  co-operated 
well,,  and  share  the  credit  for  the  success  of  the  Department’s  activities. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help  and  advice 
of  Dr.  R.  L.  Corlett  and  the  interest  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee.  Until  May  1951  the  Chairman  was  Councillor 
W.  H.  Guest,  who  retired  from  the  Council  on  the  grounds  of  ill 
health.  For  many  years  Councillor  Guest  showed  particular  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Department.  On  many  occasions  the  Department  was 
indebted  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  Basterfield,  O.B.E.,  and  to  colleagues 
in  other  Departments  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

A.  ARCHER, 

(^hief  Sanitary  Inspector . 
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HOUSING 

During  the  year  a housing  survey  was  started,  the  object  being  to 
classify  the  houses  in  the  Borough  to  indicate  in  particular,  the 
number  of  houses  which  are  in  such  a condition  that  they  will  need 
to  be  demolished  either  in  the  near  future  or  within  say  ten  years 
time.  W^ithout  this  information  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  number 
of  new  houses  which  will  be  required.  In  addition,  the  survey  will  be 
useful  to  show  the  number  of  properties  which  might  profitably  be 
re-conditioned. 

The  steady  deterioration  of  much  of  the  older  type  property  will, 
in  a few  years,  become  a major  national  problem  unless  comprehensive 
reconditioning  schemes  are  carried  out  either  by  owners  or  by  local 
authorities  themselves. 

In  connection  with  the  allocation  of  Council  houses,  the  Department 
is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  the  living  accommodation  of  each 
applicant,  and  reports  are  submitted  to  the  appropriate  house-letting 
sub -committees. 


By  the  end  of  December  1951  the  number  of  applicants  for 

Council 

houses  was  1,701. 

Residing 

Residing 

Residing 

in  Private 

in  Council 

Outside 

Houses 

Houses 

Borough 

Total 

Tenants  

474 

— 

■ - - 

474 

Lodgers  

506 

434 

940 

Living  Apart  

24 

25 

— 

49 

Unclassified  

— 

14 

224 

238 

1004 

473 

224 

1701 

TABLE  1 

1.  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during 

the  year : - 

{\)  {a)  Total  number 

of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing 

Acts ) 

• • • • 

• • • 

147 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

631 

(2)  (^)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regu- 
lations 1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  15 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  58 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  so  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  15 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit^n  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

{a)  Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts ; — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  31 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

{a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

{b)  by  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  12  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  a 

Closing  Order  has  been  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV — Overcrowding:  — 


No  detailed  figures  are  available  as  to  the  extent  of  overcrowding. 

A rapid  survey  involving  external  inspection  only  of  3,489  houses 
to  classify  for  future  action  was  carried  out.  This  survey  will  be 
completed  in  1952  when  a detailed  report  will  be  prepared  on  all 
houses,  excluding  Council  houses,  in  the  Borough. 
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Food  Manufacture,  Preparation  and  Distribution 
MILK  SUPPLY 

Apart  from  a small  proportion  of  raw  milk,  a large  percentage  of 
milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  heat  treated  and  the  chief  suppliers  are 
three  large  firms,  one  of  which  operates  a heat  treatment  plant  in  the 
Borough. 

100  retailers  were  registered  as  distributors,  99  licences  to  use  the 
designation  ” Sterilised  ” and  18  licences  to  use  the  designation 
"Pasteurised”  were  issued.  There  were  also  13  licences  issued  to  use 
the  designation  " Tuberculin  Tested  ” and  two  to  use  the  designation 
" Accredited.”  There  were  six  dairies  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  samples  of  milk  were  examined  bacteriologically  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested  .. 

. 1 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

. 28 

Pasteurised  

. 41 

Sterilised  

. 24 

Raw  Milk  ...  .. 

1 

One  T.T.  pasteurised  sample  of  milk  failed  to  pass  the  test.  The 
milk  was  heat  treated  at  a dairy  outside  the  Borough. 

Nine  samples  of  raw,  undesignated  milk 
and  found  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

were  examined  biologically 

36  clean  milk  bottles  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
with  satisfactory  results. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a milk  distributor  in  respect  of 
the  sale  of  a bottle  of  milk  containing  dirt.  The  defence  successfully 
argued  that  the  prosecution  had  failed  to  establish  that  the  milk  was  not 
of  the  substance  demanded,  and  the  case  was  dismissed. 

MILK  BOTTLES 

The  work  of  examining  milk 

and  the  results  are  given  below  : 

Number  of  Bottles 
11 
24 
1 

ICE  CREAM 

The  following  registrations  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  1951  in 
respect  of  ice-cream. 


bottles  continued  on  a small  scale 


Bacterial  Count 
Nil 

50—150 

151—300 
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Registration  for  manufacture,  storage  anjd  sale  ...  12 

Registration  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  93 

All  the  manufacturers  are  on  a small  scale  and  with  one  exception, 
the  complete  cold  mix  method  is  used.  Ice-cream  in  nearly  all  cases 
is  made  intermittently  and  forms  a subsidiary  interest  usually  to  the 
sale  of  confectionery  or  sweets. 

All  the  premises  were  regarded  as  satisfactory,  and  were  usually 
kept  so.  Regular  visiting  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  and 
particularly  during  the  summer. 

The  table  below  gives  the  result  of  samples  examined  in  accordance 
with  the  methylene  blue  test. 


No.  of  Samples 

Grade 

% 

83 

1 

94,3 

2 

2 

2.2 

3 

3 

3.5 

Total  ...  88 

4 

As  in  the  previous  year  there  was  considerable  variation  in  the 
chemical  composition  of  samples  of  ice-cream  from  different  vendors. 

No.  of  Samples  Fat  Content  % 


1 

0.1  - 

- 3.0 

1 

3.1  - 

- 5.0 

3 

5.1  - 

- 7.0 

7 

7.1  - 

- 9.0 

17 

9.1  - 

- 11.0 

26 

11.1  - 

- 13.0 

23 

13.1  - 

- 15.0 

5 

15.1  - 

- 17.0 

— 

17.1  - 

- 19.0 

2 

19.1  - 

- 21.0 

— 

21.1  - 

- 23.0 

1 

23.1  - 

- 25.0 

— 

25.1  - 

- 27.0 

2 

27.1  - 

- 30.0 

Total  ...  88 


The  two  samples  below  fat  content  were  from  one  manufacturer, 
the  first  an  informal  sample,  was  followed  by  a formal  sample  and  as 
a result  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  The  manufacturer  was  fined  £5 
and  one  guinea  costs. 

The  Council  continued  its  policy  of  publicising  in  the  monthly 
minutes  of  the  Council  meetings,  the  results  of  the  chemical  analysis 
and  the  bacteriological  examination  of  all  ice-cream  samples. 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 


Halesowen  is  not  a Food  and  Drugs  authority,  but  173  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  by  the  officers  of  the  department. 


Milk  

...  95 

Medicinal  Products  . . . 

5 

Jam  

6 

Marzipan  

1 

Vinegar  ... 

4 

Salad  Cream  

1 

Condiments 

11 

Table  Jelly  

2 

Tinned  Milk 

1 

Meat  ...  

11 

Coconut  ... 

2 

Fruit  ...  

4 

Mineral  Water  . . . 

1 

Synthetic  Cream 

5 

Fish  Paste 

5 

Peeled  Shrimps 

1 

Quoffy 

1 

Chocolate  

3 

Sponge  Mixture  ... 

4 

Glycerine  

2 

Baking  Powder  . . . 

7 

Soup  ...  

1 

Nine  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment staff.  These  included  two  beer  samples  in  which  the  lead 
content  was  above  the  suggested  safe  limit  and  as  a result  the  lead 
pipes  to  the  beer  pumps  were  replaced  by  plastic  pipes. 

Other  unsatisfactory  samples  included  a tin  of  condensed  milk,  two 
tins  of  cherries  and  two  tins  of  ham,  and  in  each  of  these  cases  the 
stocks  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 

An  informal  sample  of  ice  cream  showed  it  to  be  deficient  in  fat 
content.  A warning  letter  was  sent  but  in  spite  of  this  a formal  sample 
taken  a short  time  afterwards  was  also  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat 
content. 

A total  of  359  samples  was  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  Worcester 
County  Council  and  these  comprised  : — 

180  formal  milk  samples. 

89  informal  milk  samples. 

7 miscellaneous  samples  (formal). 

54  miscellaneous  samples  (informal). 

9 drug  samples  (informal). 

20  samples  (informal)  taken  under  the  Food  Standards  Orders. 

None  of  these  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory  by  the 
County  Analyst. 

The  Department  is  indebted  to  M.  M.  Love,  Esq.,  F.R.I.C.,  County 
Analyst,  and  his  staff,  for  their  help  and  co-operation;  to  Mr.  F.  A. 
Spencer,  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures,  Worcestershire  County 
Council;  and  to  Mr.  N.  T.  Jones,  Divisional  Inspector,  Weights  and 
Measures,  for  the  information  relating  to  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Council  staff. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Steady  progress  continued  to  be  made  in  improving  the  standard 
at  premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  prepared  or  sold.  Some  of 
the  improvements  carried  out  as  a result  of  these  visits  are  given  below : 


Butchers 

Improved  ventilation 
Structural  improvements 
Redecoration  ... 

Improved  hot  water  supply 

Bakehouses 

Structural  improvements 
Redecoration  ... 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation 
Hot  water  supply 

Caf es  and  Canteens 

Structural  improvements 
Redecoration  ... 

Improved  hot  water  supply 
Improved  sanitary  accommodation 
Improved  ventilation 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Improved  drainage 
Improved  sanitary  accommodation 
Improved  hot  water  supply 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Structural  improvements 
Redecoration  ... 

Improved  hot  water  supply 

Grocers 

Structural  improvements 
Improved  ventilation 
Redecoration  ... 

Improved  hot  water  supply 

Premises  making  or  selling  ice-cream 
Structural  improv^iments 
Improved  sanitar}  accommodation 
Improved  hot  water  supply 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

Improved  hot  water  supply 

Markets 

Structural  improvements 
Improved  sanitary  accommodation 
Improved  hot  water  supply 


1 

13 

4 

1 


10 

6 

1 

1 


4 

3 

3 

1 

1 


1 

1 

3 


5 

5 

2 


7 

3 
1 

4 


1 

1 

2 


3 


2 

9 

2 
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Licensed  Premises 

Lead  pipes  to  beer  pumps  replaced  with  plastic  ...  3 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  4 

Improved  hot  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  3 

Improved  lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Redecoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

All  the  fresh  meat  sold  in  the  Borough  is  distributed  from  Birming- 
ham ii  specially  designed  ''ans.  One  slaughter-house  was  used  inter- 
mittently for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  of  which  quite  a number  are  reared 
locally.  These  were  inspected  and  usually  found  to  be  quite  healthy. 

The  list  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  is  given 
below.  Most  of  this  was  voluntarily  notified  to  the  department  for 
surrender. 

MEAT 

1  pig  and  ail  organs,  acute  swine  erysipelas. 

1 head  (pig),  abscess. 

2 lungs  (pig),  tuberculosis. 

3 lungs  (pig),  pneumonia. 

1 lung  (pig),  inflammation. 

2 kidneys  (pig),  cystic. 

6 intestines  (pig),  tuberculosis. 

6 mesenteries  (pig),  tuberculosis. 

5 heads  (pig),  tuberculosis. 

2 hearts  (pig),  pericarditis. 

69  lungs  (beast),  decomposition. 

52  heads  (beast),  decomposition. 

10  lbs.  liver  (lamb),  taint. 

Ill  lbs.  beef,  (bone  taint). 

13  lbs.  beef,  (bruising). 

46  lbs.  imported  ham  (decomposition). 

5 pork  pies,  (decomposition). 
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OTHER  FOODS 


Vegetables 

Fruit 

Fish 

Milk 

Meat 

Preser'vatives 

Soup 

Coffee 

Flour 

Dates 

Puffed  Pastry 

Figs 

Rice 

Dripping 

Currants 

Sauce 

Vinegar  ... 
Chutney 
Cheese  . . . 


834  tins 
757  tins 
272  tins 
279  tins 
243  tins 
12  tins 

15  tins 
2 tins 

397  lbs. 

46  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

74  lbs. 

16  lbs. 

54  lbs. 

28  lbs. 

29  bottles 
5 bottles 

16  bottles 
20  pkts. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  year  a total  of  382  observations  of  smoke  emissions 
from  factory  chimneys  were  made  and  108  visits  made  to  installations 
and  advice  given. 

In  addition,  investigations  were  also  carried  out  with  regard  to  grit 
emission  from  foundry  cupolas,  and  the  emission  of  effluvia  from 
works.  Wet  and  dry  type  grit  arresters  have  been  fitted  to  cupolas  in 
the  Borough,  and  the  Department  has  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
problem  of  grit  emission.  There  has  been  some  improvement  in  this 
direction  but  it  is  felt  that  much  is  yet  to  be  done  to  solve  the  problem. 

Legal  proceedings  were  begun  during  the  year  against  a foundry 
for  smoke  and  dust  nuisances. 

Little  progress  is  being  made  in  the  abatement  of  domestic  smoke. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


a 

a> 

a 

D 

M 

4_> 

in 

C 


(U 

na 

« 

X 

o 

»-( 

(U 

a, 

nd 

c3 

<U 

a 

Pi 

in 

(U 

CJO 

p 

pj 

fco 


in 

a 

<u 

nd 

'M 

3 


So  c/5 

^-2 
^ o 

> '-t_i 

c/5  ^ 

G 

.2  'Td 
ti  u 

TO  w 

^ 

c/5  c/5 

tH  (U 

^ Jh 

o ^ 

M-r 

CO 

o'  o 

lr^ 

•(_> 
Pi 
4-J 

in 


On 


tU 

-G 

H 


pi 

(L» 

G/i 

u 

Pi 

CQ 


QJ 

Pi 

<-i 

u 


"Td 

Pi 

O 

c2 

3 — r 
rG 

OJD*^ 

G 

•-H  M 

»-(  (L) 

Oh 
CO 


G 

(U 

2 

OJ 

^ d 

CJ 

g''  O 
ii 

J-i  Pi 

OK-g'S 

^ O 

>~.  (U 
Q->  in 

O 


CO 

o 


(L) 

«-( 

Pi 

rv 

^3 

OJ 

G 

_o 

w 

G 

CJ 


0/5 

G 

Pi 

a. 

a, 

Pi 

<u 

jd 


G 

c/5 

(U 

<-i 

<u 

jd 


o 


o 

>■ 

»D 

3 

CP 

(/> 


V 

a 

(A 

c 

o 


o-g 


c/5 

Pi 

nd 

<u 

G 

Pi 

•(-> 

JO 

O 


"o 

(/) 

*T3 

4« 

o 


Pi 


u 

G 

S-o 


G 

<L» 

(U 


"S  o 

oo  o 

Jd 

Pi 

.§  S 

U(  (U 

ft, -a 

Sr'S, 


o 

^ 2 

Jd  ^ 

o 

G3  "O 

CJ 


rv  ^ 

\r\ 

o 

* 

a u 

JO 

i-l 

G 

G 

O 

C\ 

Ui 

tin 

o Gd  U 


<u 


Pi 
M 

X U 


>, 
. ‘ij 
Gd 

• -H  P3 

OU 


Pi 

<U 

<u 

Jd 


iH 

O 


S-( 

G 

do 

ud 

<u 

Jd 

H 


?s 


8 

•s 

•S 


C\ 

o 

00 


m 

o 


r- 

On 


ON 

pn 

vd 


rCi 

(N 


PO 

VO 


ON 

r- 

cv 


xr 

XT 


(N 

CN 

ON 


CN 


XT 

00 


\q 

p<S 


o 


00 


CM 


pO 

VO 

SO 

Vi 

CN 

CN 

yr\ 

(N 

Ci 

O 

CO 

O 

r— H 

7—i 

1 — 1 

di 

cv 

NT 

o 

CN 

NT 

PO 

ir\ 

\d 

cK 

CO 

cS 

r- 

p<^ 

O 

VO 

r-' 

CN 

* 

o 

K 

o 

P/S 

T— < 

t-H 

ON 

1 1 

00 

VO 

CN 

ITN 

00 

ON 

<^5 

do 

VO 

00 

cK 

COs 

lr\ 

VO 

Nt 

00 

00 

CO 

CN 

<0\ 

VO 

o 

On 

oi 

T“— 1 

r— t 

NT 

p<^ 

00 

o 

^*• 

o 

Csl 

y—^ 

r- 

lA 

P/S 

VO 

s 

(VI 

GO 

(N 

o 

ON 

ITN 

ON 

ON 

PC'. 

pO 

O 

' — » 

r- 1 

T"H 

Cn 


m 


pn 

VO 

vr 


cr\ 


pn 

cv 


pr5 
1 — I 

On 


(U 

JB 

Pi 

a 

> 

Pi 

c/5 

<U 

M 

G 

do 

Jd 

o 

G 


Jd 

+-> 

Gd 

OJ 

«-l 

(U 

Oh 

a 

Pi 

VH 

(L» 

do 

G 

pi 

o 

# 


>s 

rs 

■o 

O 

a 

M 

Q 

k 

4- 

V 

E 

*<k 

£ 

O 

u 

V 

k 

*TJ 

3 

U' 

(A 

o 

o 


o 

a 

</) 

o 

E 

E 

*0 

k 


E 

"O 

(0 

*■ 

u 

_a 

"o 

u 

o 

■o 

« Mi 

X 

o 


3 


U) 

*S 


1 

00 

pr5 

co> 

0.64 

PO 

VO 

t—H 

660 

o 

0.46 

00 

00 

CO 

1.64 

1.53 

Vi 

O 

00 

ir\ 

pO 

o 

VO 

ON 

'<r 

T— H 

O 

cd 

CN 

CN 

-V 

T— ^ 

O' 

PO 

VO 

vr 

00 

<>3 

CO 

CO 

T— 1 

cd 

do 

VO 

00 

t*H 

pO 

CN 

VO 

vr 

CO 

(CO 

CO 

cd 

o 

1-H 

o 

l/N 

p<o 

NT 

o 

CO 

O 

r-H 

cd 

Vi 

CO 

VO 

PO 

NT 

VO 

04 

ON 

CO 

CO 

T— H 

cd 

pO 

NT 

o 

r-- 

ON 

CN 

NT 

CO 

r-1 

r-H 

ON 

o- 

VO 

■SXh 

VO 

c^ 

uo 

Nf 

x: 

CO 

cd 

T— H 

T— i 

Nf 

00 

VO 

VO 

00 

(N 

00 

< 

o 

T— H 

04 

r-H 

(ON 

ON 

O' 

CN 

Vi 

VO 

PO 

CN 

O; 

CO 

04 

t-H 

r-- 

PO 

GN 

NT 

VO 

vr 

CN 

00 

CO 

t-H 

1— H 

1— H 

• 

♦ 

• 

• 

o 

do 

t-H 

04 

pO 

25 


Whilst  it  is  too  early  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  these  figures,  it  is  clear  that  the  Hayley  Green  Hospital 
consistently  enjoys  a much  cleaner  atmosphere  than  the  areas  surrounding  the  sites  of  the  other  three  stations 


CONTROL  OF  RATS,  FLIES,  ETC. 


Complaints  of  infestation  of  premises  by  rats  and  mice  were  dealt 
with,  usually  by  laying  poison  baits.  Maintenance  treatments  of  business 
premises  and  canteens  were  carried  out  with  very  good  results.  Sewer 
treatment  has  been  carried  out  and  infestation  found  to  be  very  small. 

By  careful  control  of  the  refuse  tip,  the  collection  of  refuse  as  fre- 
quently as  possible,  by  advice  to  owners  of  cafes,  canteens,  etc.  con- 
cerning the  disposal  of  refuse,  fly  breeding  is  now  very  much  reduced. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

During  the  year  there  was,  on  a new  housing  estate,  a small  number 
of  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever,  the  source  of  which  was  not  discovered. 
In  collaboration  with  Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson,  Director,  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary,  swabs  were  inserted  into  the 
sewer  receiving  sewage  from  the  houses  of  the  patients. 

Swabs  became  negative  for  Para  B three  weeks  after  notification, 
but  the  test  is  being  continued  to  discover  whether  either  of  the 
patients  excrete  the  organisms  intermittently. 

SHOPS 

During  the  year,  as  opportunity  permitted,  a survey  of  the  shop^ 
in  the  Borough  was  continued,  and  at  several,  improvements  to  the 
sanitaiy  accommodation  were  carried  out  as  a result  of  these  visits. 

FACTORIES 

Factory  inspections  were  carried  out  as  frequently  as  possible  and 
whereas  in  the  larger  establishments  the  standards  of  cleanliness  was 
usually  good,  in  some  of  the  smaller  factories  there  is  need  for 
considerable  improvement. 

In  connection  with  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  20  certificates 
were  issued  during  the  year. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

During  1951,  94  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  and  five  licences  for  the  storage  of  calcium  carbide. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  TRANSPORT 


The  public  cleansing  service  in  the  Borough  is  administered  by  the 
Public  Health  Department.  This  work  includes  the  collection  and  dis- 
posal of  domestic  refuse  and  the  collection  and  disposal  of  all  salvage- 
able material.  Street  cleansing,  gulley  emptying  and  snow  removal  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Highways  Depot  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  W.  Tivey,  M.I.Mun.E. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  with  freighters  of  modern 
design,  four  of  which  have  a capacity  of  seven  cubic  yards  and  two 
of  ten  cubic  yards.  An  order  was  placed  during  the  year  for  a new 
freighter  of  18  cubic  yards  capacity. 

The  Borough  is  divided  into  five  districts  and  as  a result  of  the 
operation  of  incentive  bonus  schemes,  the  Department  experienced 
little  difficulty  in  recruiting  labour,  the  number  of  men  leaving  the 
Council’s  employment  being  the  lowest  for  a number  of  years.  Through- 
out the  year  the  collection  intervals  were  satisfactory  on  all  rounds. 

Under  a scheme  operated  by  the  Council,  dustbins  to  British 
Standard  Specification  are  supplied  to  domestic  households  at  an  annual 
charge  of  5/-  and  132  dustbins  were  issued  in  this  way.  It  is  hoped 
over  a period  of  years  to  standardise  the  type  of  bin  in  use  throughout 
the  Borough.  The  restriction  in  the  production  of  galvanized  bins  and 
the  substitution  of  finishes  developed  by  the  manufacturers  will  probably 
shorten  the  life  of  the  bins  supplied. 

All  the  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Council’s  tip  off  Spring  Street,  Halesowen.  The  refuse  is  consolidated 
by  using  an  angledozer,  a method  which  has  proved  most  satisfactory 
and  economical. 

The  site  is  now  in  an  advanced  stage  of  development  and  will  be 
made  into  a recreation  ground. 
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SALVAGE 


Associated  with  the  collection  of  refuse  is  the  recovery  of  all  types 
of  salvageable  material.  Each  refuse  freighter  is  equipped  with  a trailer 
in  addition  to  which  separate  collections  of  waste  paper  and  kitchen 
waste  were  made.  The  general  level  of  prices  was  the  highest  for 
some  considerable  period  and  the  income  of  £7,192  was  a record. 

Pull  details  of  this  years  workings  are  given  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  1945  the  total  income  from  the 
sale  of  salvage  has  been  £22,021  and  in  that  time  1,540  tons  of  paper, 
1,200  tons  of  kitchen  waste,  524  tons  of  scrap  metal  and  tins,  and  57 
tons  of  rags  have  been  collected  and  returned  to  industry,  or  in  the 
case  of  kitchen  waste  sterilised  and  sold  for  animal  feeding. 

TRANSPORT 

The  department  maintains  and  repairs  all  vehicles  owned  by  the 
Council.  At  the  end  of  1951  the  following  vehicles  were  being  main- 
tained and  serviced. 

Public  Heath  Department 
1 refuse  freighters 
1 truck 
1 van 

1 angledozer 
5 ambulances 

Surveyor’s  Department 
4 trucks 

2 vans 

1 gulley  emptier 
1 road  sweeper 
1 tractor 

3 mowers 

1 motor  roller 
1 official  car 

In  addition  the  mechanical  equipment  and  boiler  installations  are 
maintained.  The  Council  have  considered  sites  for  a new  depot  and 
it  is  hoped  that  more  suitable  premises  will  soon  be  available. 
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RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Drainage — public  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  323 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  29 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Nuisances  (Section  93) 

Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1160 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  25 

Dust  or  effluvia  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Grit  Emissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Refuse — Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Trade  refuse  ...  ...  .*.  ...  60 

Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 

Visit  to  plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Atmospheric  Pollution  measurements  ...  ...  67 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Verminous  premises 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Other  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Watercourses,  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

FAIRGROUNDS  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

CINEMAS  1 

LAND  CHARGES  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  313 

RODENT  CONTROL  ...  125 

RENTS  ACTS  CERTIFICATES  1 
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FACTORIES— With  power 
without  power  ... 
Outworkers 


183 

16 

11 


HOUSING  ACTS: 

Housing  Survey 
Detail  house  inspections 
Overcrowding 


3489 

125 

9 


COUNCIL  HOUSE  APPLICATIONS  ...  ...  ...  1466 


PETROLEUM 


36 


PIGSTYES 


45 


SHOPS  ACTS 


17 


FOOD  INSPECTION:  — 

Butchers’  shops 
Bakehouses 
Cafes,  Canteens  ... 

Dairies,  milkshops 
Fishmongers,  poulterers  ... 

Fried  Fish  shops 

Food  preparing  premises  ... 

Greengrocers,  fruiterers  ... 

Grocers 

Ice-cream  premises 
Markets 
Slaughterhouses 
Street  Vendors  ... 

Other  food  premises 

Licensed  premises 

Pigs  inspected  on  private  premises 

School  canteens 

Miscellaneous 
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62 

99 

48 

40 

91 

11 

25 

87 

120 

72 

1 

20 

67 

79 

301 

34 

745 


11.152 
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No  prosecutions  were  instituted 


TABLE  VI 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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TABLE  II 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE— HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 
Table  showing  Cost  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1952 


C 

O u 

cj  ^ 
o 

a 

t-(  • ’I 

a 

T3  OJ 

&0 

>~i 

-C  -c  . 

^ U -o 
'C  0; 

<3J 

X 

H o 


CO 


“cm — 

o <u 

cO 

(L)  G 

1-,  --I 

a 

"O  S 

_G  cO 
-C 
■ G u 

^ -a 

<u 

cO  G 
O ’ 


io? 


<» 

■^s 

>0 

55 


cv  Cv 

o 

Gd 

00 

<w 

X ^ 

r~t 

r— t 

r» 

t— i 

CO 

ai 

ai 

ai 

ON 
00 
TO  ai 
(N 

jr^ 

ai 


^r^ 

TO 

(N 
1 — I 

ai 


iHla 

'O  (N 


c/j  VO 
aj  »-H 


Ha 

(N  (N 


Mia 

rO 


(N 


Mia 


U~\ 


Gj 

yr\ 

CO 

m 

1 

m 

aj 

irv 

(N 

Cv 

H 

Cv 

Gj 

1— H 

GT 

CO 

TO 

a^  ^ i/^ 
^ VO 


O ^ 

a 

M “O 

Q § 


u 

X 

<L» 


~C-"0 

O IL) 

•c-o 

cO  G 

'C  ”u 

U G 


a 

o 

"XJ 

c/3 

ID 

t>« 

-G 

1-, 

cd 

-G 

CJ 

T3 

G G_^ 

O CO  ^ 

u u 

ID  X 

G-r-l 


o 


(S  c 

U cO 


1/3 

M 

CO 

"g 

u 


cO 

a 


w- 

<0 

X 

al 


'i3 

'O  ^ 

55 


t2 


ca 


(N 


CV  r-H 

(N 

ai 

a^ 


VO 

o 

XT 

! 1 

ai 


CV 
to  (N 

ai 


HlN 


Hn 

TO 


•TJ 

' 


CO 


ai  r-- 

I 


1—1  rrv 
O Oij 
r^  ai 

1-H 

ai 


O VO 
CV  VO 

VO  ai 

CV 

ai 


\0 
r-~  VO 
'-I  ai 


ai 


TO 

r-' 

VD 

1-H 

ai 


Vf 

CN 

VO 

CV 

ai 


o 


ai 


-d  ^ 

^ r<V 

a^ 


Mia 

GO  CV  1— t 


c/i  CV 

ai 


M|a 
CV  r-H 

CO  (N 

aj  ^ 


ihI(n 


rr^ 


>H|a 

r-' 


Cv 


rHja 


(N 


GO  WG  00 

' VO 


CO 


^ 

^ r<V 


O o 

<0^0 

^ S CV 
^ o 


^ 00 

CO  rCi  I 

^ :::^ 

a^  ^ ^ 

^ S; 


<u 

Ul 
1 
^ .ti 
<5  -a 


<o 

a 


<u 

^ s 6 

X (X  O 

X c 
w ^ 


a CO 

a 


CO  to 
CO 

8 


c/^ 

O 

u 

4^ 

(U 

:z; 


c 

s 

u 

(U 

A, 

(U 

C-l 

d 

«-> 

c 

CU 

a, 

X 

w 


c 

o 

♦ 

Uf 

r3 

Ah 

a 


CO 

<U 

c/3 

d 

o 

G3 


QJ 

s 

o 

u 

C 


O O 
< CQ  U 


cO  CO 
CO  CO 

O ' 
a 


O 

O O 


CO 

O 

u 


<L> 

:2: 


O O 
O O 


«-l  iH 
QJ  (U 
Ah  Ah 


^ CO 

O o 
a u 


<u 


<u 


Q w ch' 


2 2 
O X 


33 


Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  for  each  house  per  week  d^d.  per  year  18.6d. 
Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  for  each  resident  per  week  Ijd.  per  year  5.6d. 


TABLE  III 

Comparative  Salvage  Statistics  for  the  Financial  Years  1947 — 1951 
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H.  PARKES  LTD.,  PRINTERS,  HALESOWEN 
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